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Mark 10:45: 
For the son of man 
did not come to be 
served, but to serve 
and to give his life 

as a ransom for 
many . 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ . . . 

Remaining Faithful 
 
An amendment to the Constitution of the denomination of which First Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Vernon is a part, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been ap-
proved. A majority of Presbyterians is required to amend the Constitution, and this 
majority was reached on May 10, 2011. 
 
In this newsletter  is: 
 
1. A letter from the elders and pastors of First Presbyterian Church which provides 
an initial response. 
2. Q&A to this amendment, as well as additional background information. 
3. Our congregation's Statement of Fatih. 
4. Our Congregation's Human Sexuality Position Statement. 
5. A brief overview of the History of Human Sexuality and Homosexuality in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 
6. A letter from Presbyterians for Renewal (PFR) with more information and per-
spectives on this change. 
 
To reiterate the sentiments of the background information of the letter: 
First Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon’s beliefs and practices are un-
changed. We will continue to uphold biblical standards for church officers. The 
freedom we embrace is the freedom of the Gospel, which calls us all to live humbly 
in the righteousness of Christ (Romans 6:18). 
 
In Christ, 
Jonathan 
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 UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS   

 

   

Youth 
 

Upcoming Youth Events 
 

May 26            Grill N' Chill 

  6-8 at Hiawatha 

May 29 No Youth Mission Prep 

 

June 5  Senior Recognition 

June 5  Bake Sale & Auction 

(During Sunday School in the fellowship 
hall, will continue the following week) 

June 9  Grill N' Chill  

  6-8 at Foundation Park 

June 12 Parent Meeting 

               9:45 in the Parlor 

 

July 3-9                Youth Mission Trip 

Ben looks to attack while Brayden celebrates his beautiful 
shoe. Andre and Alexis watch from a safe distance  

 Do you believe that God is actively involved In your 
life and the world today? If you do, then hopefully you can 
point to various moments in your recent history and point out 
ways that you have seenGod at work. Perhaps you had just 
enough money to handle an untimely bill, or perhaps a song 
came on that you needed to hear. It is a discipline to keep our 
eyes open to this sort of thing, and that's why on our mission 
trips we try to develop that habit in the lives of our Participants 
and leaders. 

 This past Sunday night we began our mission experience with our 
first preparation meeting. I had a “God Sighting” before the meeting even 
began: 

 On Sunday afternoons I try to get out and play ultimate frisbee 
with a group of guys. This past Sunday, our fun landed me in the emergency 
room (nothing major, I'm fine)! On my way to the hospital, my first thought 
was that I needed to cancel our first mission trip meeting. Not quite the mo-
mentum booster we needed. Yet as I thought about it, perhaps I wasn't de-
pending enough on my other leaders. 

 So I made a few calls, and my leaders were more than willing to 
make things happen. I felt at ease as I sat in the waiting room about our 
meeting.  

I was hearing God in that moment -in the waiting room- saying, “Hey, I've 
got this taken care of.”  

 After a few hours of waiting and then quickly receiving attention, I 
was only a little late to our meeting. Regardless of my making it there, my 
leaders continued to lead the night. I was able to sit on the sidelines and 
watch my leaders handle the night without a problem! We started our mis-
sion experience on the right foot, and it would have happened whether I was 
present or not. 

 It was such a blessing for me to see that this team was not so de-
pendent on one person; we are a team, ready to give grace and fill in the 
gaps when necessary. I am so excited to see what God does in and through 
our team -regardless of whether or not I show up! 

 

In Christ, 

Kyle 

 

“God-
Sightings”  
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            Children’s Ministries 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as these 
the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  Matthew 19:14 

GRADES K-5 

I would like to thank you parents for sharing you children with me during Sunday mornings.  I have thoroughly enjoyed learn-
ing and growing with them over the last nine months.  They are truly wonderful and delightful children. I would also like to 
thank my very dedicated volunteers this year who have been there religiously every Sunday - Marsha Bibart, Missy Kaufman, 
Amanda and Greg Gebhardt, Carole Waugh, Marilyn Weil, and Kyle Peters.  As most of you are aware, we will be taking the 
months of June and July off.  Sunday School for Grades K-5 will start back up August 7th.  Please fill out the form below if 
you would like to take one Sunday or more to teach.  The lessons will be done as a large group and we will not split into grade 
levels.  If each parent or another church member would be willing to take at least one Sunday, we will be able to continue to 
disciple our children for the full month August.  Thank you for volunteering to dedicate your time to our children. You can 
place this form either in the collection basket, give it to me (Michelle Shillito) or leave it in the office. 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS GRADES K-5 

NAME___________________________________________PHONE NUMBER______________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS______________________________ 

I would like to volunteer to teach Sunday School Grades K-5 for the following Sundays during the month of August:    
August 7   ____August 14   ____August 21  ____August 28  _______ 

I would like to plan the lesson______I would like to have the lesson planned for me______I would like to work with an-
other adult ______. 

Have a wonderful break and enjoy your family time!  God Bless You! 

In Christ, 

Michelle Shillito, Sunday School Leader 
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TREASURER’S NOTES 
If you are retired, you probably know, anyone over the age of 70 1/2, who has an IRA account, is re-
quired to take an annual distribution from that account. The minimum amount of money required is a 
calculation that depends on several factors. Naturally, more than the required minimum amount  may 
be  distributed. The distributed amount is usually added to ones income and Federal Income Tax must 
be paid on that income. However, this coming tax year of  2011 provides for a one year exception. If an 
individual so chooses, they may arrange to have all or some portion of the distribution given directly 
from the IRA account to a charitable organization such as First Presbyterian Church, We would give 
credit to the individual toward his/her pledge or general offering but the amount given will not be 
counted as income and zero Federal Income Tax will be due on that amount. In addition, this could re-
duce the amount of taxes on ones Social Security benefits.  This is particularly beneficial to those who 
plan to take Standard Deductions in 2011 rather than itemizing.  You should first contact your financial 
and or tax advisor (s) to fully understand all the ramifications of this one time benefit. 

Bob Meldrum, Treasurer 
 
 

 

Congregation Elects Officers & Clerk of Session Change 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon held a congregation meeting on Sunday, May 15, 2011. 
 
 
Four members were elected to serve as Elders on Session for the three term starting July 1, 2011 
through June 31, 2014.  Elected were James Carhart, Deborah Curran, Betty Hirsch and Mary Crumm. 
 
The Session (Board of Elders) consists of 12 ordained Elders.  Four elders are elected each year to a 
three year term. 
 
Elected by the congregation to serve on the 2011-2012 Nominating Committee were John Bibart, 
Carole Conway, John Denzer, Clint Eutsey, Lauren McKenzie, Penny Sajkowsky and Brenda Schultze.  
Our bylaws and The Book of Order call for the Session to appoint a moderator and one other Session 
member to also serve on the committee. 
 
Thank you to the 2010-2011 Nominating Committee members John Bibart, Melanie Bolender, Deb-
orah Curran, Monica Eutsey, Ralph Haffenden and George Stone.  Pastor Jonathan Fettig served as an 
ex-officio member. 
 
A new Clerk of Session was approved at the May 10 Session Meeting.  Mike Conway replaced Bill 
Shriver in this important role. 
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 COMMUNICATOR 
 

Standing calendar events 
Please remember to fill out a building use event form for all events and return to the office. 

Sunday: 

7:30 a.m. Worship Team Practice    8:30 a.m. Early Worship Service with Communion     

9:55 a.m. Church School. 

11 a.m. Traditional Worship Service with Communion served on the first Sunday of the month. 

6-8 p.m. Sr. High Fellowship-Youth Room 
 
Monday:       5:30 p.m. Hot Meals       7 pm  Cub Scouts 
 
Tuesday: 

Noon    Men’s Prayer Lunch-Kitchen      6 pm Prayer Meeting      

 7 PM-Boy Scouts   

1st Tuesday of Month  6 pm Healing Prayer Service      7 p.m. Finance Meeting- 

2nd Tuesday of Month   6 pm  Leap Service    7 pm  Session Meeting       

3rd Tuesday of Month 6 pm  Prayer & Praise Service 

4th Tuesday at 7 pm  Committee Meetings– Building & Grounds-M. Weil &  Missions Committee –B. Malek 
 
Wednesday: 

2nd Wednesday of the month  9:45 am  Women’s Circle Meeting  

6 pm  Hand Bells   7 pm Worship Team Practice    7 PM Chancel Choir                
 
Thursday: 

9:30am  Women’s Bible Study –Parlor            11 am Bridge Club-Knox Meeting Room 

Noon-AA meeting –CE bldg.          6-8 pm  Jr. High Fellowship-Youth Room        6 pm Alpha –Parlor     

6:30-8 pm Griefshare-Office Conference Room        
 
Saturday:   Last Saturday of the month  9 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship Breakfast-Parlor 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST  

When:  June 25th at    9 a.m.        Where: Parlor    Who:    Men of the congregation and any guest.   
All are welcome!     Please join us for a hearty meal and fellowship. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

CHURCH CALENDAR JUNE 2011  



DEACONS CARE & COMPASSION “...pray for each other so that you may be 
healed…”  James 5:16 
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At the Ohio Eastern Star Home 
   Linda Fox         Katherine Garzieri   
   Maxine Peters   Martha Warden 
   Edith Whitney (Sally Martin’s grandmother) 
  
Autumn Health Care 
   Helen and Everett Chrisman 
    
Emeritus at HillenVale Nursing Home 
   Mary Stansell 
 
The Living Center 
     Jean Fribley     Myra Philpott 
 
At Home 
     Ruth Grove           Eloise Hagan 
    Treva Haltermon   Ellen Proper 

 Dorothy White      Dorothy White 
 

 

Special Prayer Concerns 

Madeline Blamer (kidney-Weil’s granddaughter) 
Darla Brown (Niece of Sally Conway) 
Glenn DeBoard (Liver cancer) 
John Ewalt 
Tom Hall (cancer-friend of Stone family) 
Jennifer Hatton (Tyson’s granddaughter) 

  Reverend and Mrs. Markle (friends of Toby Lord) 
  Matt Palmer (Lung cancer-friend of Sally Martin) 
Chris Patterson (Honduras-mission work) 
Robert Kidder (Polly Patterson’s father) 
Harriet  Sells (Toby Lord’s sister.in law) 
Red Shaw (cancer) 
Lindsay Smith (Crones disease) 
Lisa Stephens (surgery-sis of Rhonda Phillippi) 
Kirk Swartz (cancer-Ketner’s nephew) 
Treva Haltermon (health concerns) 
Misty Whitmann (Lupus-family of Shillito’s) 
Julie Williams (family of M. Shillito) 

  
 

         

COMMUNION   If you have an update to the Deacons Care & Compas-
sion list please let the Church Office know as we would like to stay as up to 
date as possible.  Also, If you are a shut in or know of a shut in who would 
enjoy having communion, please contact the office with your name, date, time 
and location  as there are friends who are willing and anxious to come to you 
and share the sacraments. Thanks! 

                   

In the Military 
  
 
 

Jacob Hahn-USMC-Moreland’s  
Nephews-Afghanistan 
Matt Patterson-USN –P. Patterson’s son 

Members & Friends Of Our Church Family 

New address and phone for Dann Goodson 

Whetstone Gardens and Care 

3710 Olentangy River Rd  Apt 216 

Columbus, OH 43214                   ph:614:442-5075 

NOTE FROM TREASURER  We have completed the month of April and find that our current year 
pledges are about $5,600 below this time last year. Even though our expenses are below budget, we find 
ourselves about $9,400 in the red for the year. This, of course, is a concern and could affect our minis-
tries for the remainder of the year. Please look at your “giving” and try to make every effort to bring it 
current  with your pledge amount. We need your help!!  Thank you for your continued support.           
Bob Meldrum, Treasurer 
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The web site has the most up to date        
information about what is happening in 

the life of the church.  

You can access the Interactive Church 
Calendar, Sermon Audio Archives and 
much more.  The web site is constantly 

updated, so be sure to check it out! 

 

106 North Gay Street 
Mount Vernon Ohio  43050 

Phone:  740-393-1326 
Fax:  740-393-1321 

Email:  Firstpresbyterian@rrohio.com 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

W E ’R E  ON  THE  W EB  
W WW .M TVP R ES .ORG  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

              

                    CURRENT RESIDENT OR 

June 20 
Jo Richardson 
 
June 21 
Christine Herald 
Emerson Payne 
 
June 26 
Dave Paxton 
Bob Plentovich 
Marty Trese 
 
June 27 
Louise Trinkner 
 
June 28 
Sam Highnam 
 
June 29 
David Eaton 
Monica Eutsey 
Marthalee 
Schaub 
 
June 30 
Ezekiel Bergeson 
Joan Mann 
 
 

July 3 
Olivia Wiley 
 
July 5 
Judy Mailloux 
 
July 7 
Debra Denzer 
Jack Warden 
 
July 8 
Tricia Pokosh 
 
July 13 
Dorothea Hawthorne 
 
July 14 
Missy Kaufman 
 
July 17 
Raymond Guajardo 
 
July 18 
Marjorie Walcutt 

June 7 
Jim Carhart 
Marilyn Gibler 
 
June 8 
Jim Risko 
 
June 9 
Ian Hawthorne 
 
June 10 
Erin Lawhon 
 
June 11 
Javier Benavides 
 
June 13 
Mike Merrilees 
 
June 14 
Dottie Denton 
 
June 16 
Katherine Griesmyer 
Ruth Grove 
Quinn Denzer 
Pat McLarnan 

July 21 
Lydia McKenzie 
Ryan Rupp 
Rachel Ruth 
 
July 22 
Deb Curran 
 
July 29 
Jackie Craigo 
Dina Herald 
Marilyn Weil 
 
July 31 
Mike Noll 
Heath Reynolds 
 

 


